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Distribution  of  Industrial  and  Commercial  Employment,  Wages  and  Employers 

Among  State's  56  Counties  in  Fiscal  1950 


Distribution  nf  industrial  and  coniniorcial  employment, 
wages,  and  employers  among  the  state's  56  counties,  for  tlie 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30.  19S0,  is  revealed  in  a  compilation 
just  released.  Tlie  listing  is  confined  to  the  seven  major  in- 
dustries subject  to  the  state  law  governing  its  system  of  un- 
employment insurance.  It,  therefore,  excludes  the  important 
activities  of  farming,  livestock  production,  interstate  railroads. 
all  local,  state  and  federal  government  employment,  and  certain 
charitable  and  religious  units  not  subject  to  the  act. 

Derived  from  Quarterly  Reports  of  Employers 

Industries  itemized  in  the  tabulation  are:  mining,  contract 
construction,  manufacturing,  utilities,  trade,  finance,  and  service. 
For  each  of  these  and  in  total  are  given  the  average  number 
of  employers,  the  average  number  of  wage-earners,  the  amount 
of  wages  paid,  in  each  county  during  fiscal  1950;  also  the  state 
total  in  each  category,  and  similar  totals  for  the  calendar  year 
19-15,  the  latest  available  comparable  figures.  Source  of  the 
data  is  the  system  of  quarterly  reports  furnished  the  Com- 
mission by  employers  subject  under  the  law.  The  number  of 
employers,  and  the  number  of  their  employees  reported,  are 
averaged  over  the  four  quarter  period  in  the  report,  and  the 
wages  paid  are  shown  in  accumulative  total  for  all  four  quarters. 

All  Counties  Share  in  "Statewide"  Item 

.-\ppro.\iinately  400  of  the  state's  14,0011  employing  units 
are  listed  as  state-wide,  their  operations  not  being  confined  to, 
or  ascribed  to,  an  individual  county.  Since  there  is  no  means 
at  hand  for  determining  the  county  in  wliicli  this  employment 
is  given  it  was  not  possible  to  allocate  it  on  a  county  basis. 
In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  every  county  shares  in 
the  statewide  item  and  hence  the  figures  for  each  county  would 
be  expanded  by  some  undetermined  fraction  of  the  statewide 
total.  Statewide  employers  are  units  conducting  branch  estab- 
lishments in  other  cities  and  counties,  chain  stores  reporting 
as  a  single  enterprise,  contractors  operating  on  construction 
projects  in  several  counties,  and  otiier  business  institutions 
conducting  branches  or  wi<lesprea(l  activities.  More  tlian  half 
of  the  employers  falling  into  the  statewide  list  arc  in  wholesale 
and  retail  trade. 

Reveals  Individual  County's  Industrial  Economy 

Study  ol  the  figtnes  gi\  en  for  an  individual  county  will  dis- 
close the  general  nature  of  that  county's  industrial  economy,  the 
amount  and  distribution  of  its  employment  and  wages,  the 
relative  size  of  its  employing  units,  and  may  suggest  to  am- 
bitious community  builders  tlie  areas  in  wliicli  expansion  can 
be  cultivated  and  encouraged.  The  amount  of  industrial  activity 
in  the  county  is  primarily  dependent,  of  course,  upon  the  pres- 
ence of  natural  resources  in  active  commercial  demand,  and 
secondarily  upon  the  population  and  other  facilities  for  develop- 
ment oi  those  resources. 

Provides  County  Breakdown  of  Each  Industry 

.\nothcr  study  offered  by  this  tabulation  is  concerned  with 
the  distribution  of  a  given  industry  among  the  several  counties. 
It  is  notable  that  mining  in  some  form  is  distributed  among 
52  of  the  56  counties — only  four  showed  no  mining  employ- 
ment or  wages  during  the  year.  Mining  embraces  not  only 
the  metals  but  also  such  products  as  petroleum,  natural  gas, 
building  stone,  phosphate,  lime,  gravel,  and  other  earthly 
products  recovend  in  tlieir  natural  form.  Contract  construction 
is  reported  from  every  comity,  and   likewise  the   utilities,   trade 


and  service  industries  have  a  footing  in  each  county.  Manu- 
facturing and  financial  institutions  arc  lacking  in  se  ral  of 
the  smaller  counties. 

Preliminary  Census  by  Counties  Included 

I'opulation  figures  by  counties  are  also  included  in  the 
tabulation  for  convenience  of  the  reader.  These  are  the  pre- 
liminary census  returns  of  1950  and  will  be  modified  to  only  a 
sliglit  degree  in  the  final  pronouncement  of  the  census  bureau. 
The  final  count  for  the  state  as  a  whole  has  been  announced  as 
591.024,  as  compared  with  the  preliminary  total  of  587,337. 
Allocation  of  this  3.687  of  additional  population  is  not  expected 
to  alter  the  preliminary  county  census  figures  to  any  material 
extent. 

Wage  Total  Nearly  Doubles  in  Five  Years 

Comparison  of  the  total  figures  for  fiscal  1950  with  the 
similar  figures  for  the  calendar  year  1945  affords  some  inter- 
esting conclusions.  The  total  amount  of  wages  paid  in  the  more 
recent  year  was  almost  double  that  five  years  before,  the  aver- 
age number  of  active  employers  was  nearly  80  per  cent  greater, 
and  the  number  of  wage-earners  had  increased  by  37  per  cent. 
Wage  Changes  by  Industry  Vary 

Wages  paid  by  construction  contractors  in  1950  were  near- 
ly four  times  those  of  1945;  service  industries  paid  two  and 
one-half  times  tlie  earlier  year's  figure;  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  substantially  more  than  doubled  its  wage  outlay  in  the 
period,  while  both  finance  and  the  utilities  doubled  up.  Least 
spectacular  of  the  increases  was  that  in  the  mining  industry, 
which  advanced  only  30  per"-'  n»  This  relatively  nominal  i  sin 
may  be  ascribed  to  the  incidence  of  general  apathy  ii  ir  -" 
production  during  most  of  the  fiscal  year  1950.  "That  bioiicn 
of  the  industry  has  staged  a  strong  recovery  since  the  close  of 
fiscal  1950,  botli  in  its  total  employment  and  in  the  amount 
of  wages  reported. 

Mining   Employment  Tilts   Upward 

Number  of  wage-earners  in  mining  increased  only  slightly 
during  the  five  year  period.  There  were  (ewer  coal  miners 
in  Carbon  and  Musselslull  counties;  oil  fic'.u  workers  in  Glacier 
and  Toole  counties  remained  on  about  the  same  level;  curtail- 
ment of  mining  occurred  in  Park,  Flathead  and  Levis  and  Clark 
counties;  Madison,  (".ranitc  and  Cascade  ci'ioloyed  slightly 
fewer  miners.  Increases  occurred  in  Silver  Bow  and  Deer 
Lodge  counties,  the  bulwark  of  Montana  mining  industry,  and 
in  Fergus,  Lincoln  and  Missoula.  .-Xs  already  mentioned,  the 
mining  industry  began  a  strong  r  -overy  process  in  production 
and  employment  late  in  the  fisca'     ear  I9.S0. 

Construction  Adds  147  Per  Cent 
Contract  constructiim  added  147  per  cent  lo  its  employ- 
ment during  the  five  years,  reflecting  the  program  of  building, 
residence,  highway,  and  multiple  purpose  dam  activity.  \'irtu- 
ally  all  counties  shared  in  the  construction  gains.  Manufactur- 
ing employment  increased  a  healthy  2i  per  cent  in  the  period, 
with  Cascade,  Deer  Lodge,  Lewis  and  Clark.  Lincoln,  Sanders, 
I'Mathead  and  Yellowstone  counties  pointing  the  way. 

Utilities,  Trade  and  Finance  Gain 
.\n  increase  of  approximately  36  per  cent  is  shown  for 
transportation,  communication  and  utility,  which  omits  rail- 
roads because  their  employment  is  under  a  different  insurance 
act.  Wliolesale  and  retail  trade  are  also  up  about  36  per  cent. 
Healthy  gains  were  made  in  the  financial  and  real  estate  fields 
and  in  service  industries. 
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85 

247 

493.443 

64,204 

6 

38 

93.324 

37 

78 

138,592 

1 

5 

17,253 

17 

46 

61.977 

.^7,254 

1 

1 

428 

25 

64 

145,769 

3 

10 

30,218 

y 

5 

9.334 

^■,559 
^■l^.<»9S 

11 

16 

23,084 

130 

353 

691,489 

11 

30 

73,544 

59 

157 

247,203 

19 

110 

283,136 

285 

1,416 

3,468,880 

59 

486 

1,298,402 

208 

777 

1,627,490 

6,746 

3 

4 

3,561 

20 

58 

105,512 

3 

5 

11,193 

12 

27 

47.408 

3,240.486 

10 

61 

156,559 

80 

243 

505,754 

3 

11 

28,955 

40 

68 

107.203 

20,205 

7 

21 

55,672 

61 

124 

212,010 

2 

9 

23,540 

32 

52 

139.180 

2 

12 

31,829 

21 

39 

79,141 

1 

4 

13,825 

8 

12 

27.433 

100,859 

3 

17 

44,199 

20 

54 

79,463 

2 

7 

12,696 

11 

25 

46,360 

429,640 

1 

3 

5,547 

20 

63 

120,080 

14 

20 

35,344 

5,755.152 

23 

158 

430,447 

334 

2,186 

5,932,886 

58 

188 

413,837 

246 

1,251 

2,791,754 

29.717 

4 

14 

23,893 

62 

219 

430,836 

7 

19 

55,500 

24 

106 

156,541 

301,859 

14 

54 

135,880 

166 

638 

1,399,049 

19 

65 

145,010 

121 

394 

752,422 



3 

3 

1.005 

5 

17 

32,438 

4 

9 

18,318 

39,996 

3 

3 

3.144 

71 

257 

523,427 

5 

16 

36,247 

22 

71 

108,424 

18,335 

7 

2 

3,791 

87 

310 

803,172 

9 

31 

90,189 

30 

57 

110,773 

7,285 

3 

7 

17.836 

21 

43 

85,585 

1 

7 

17,998 

6 

8 

11,409 

<)3,010 

3 

11 

25,932 

56 

180 

388,446 

10 

23 

47,045 

31 

105 

154,965 

3,720 

1 

3 

8,856 

28 

66 

140,151 

1 

6 

16.728 

8 

IS 

21,076 

720,167 

11 

27 

57.946 

125 

359 

708,825 

12 

44 

113,688 

63 

173 

295,599 

487,566 

7 

24 

64,065 

97 

498 

1.207,469 

10 

36 

93,049 

57 

165 

269,023 

29,125 

10 

23 

42,656 

125 

392 

842,103 

5 

28 

89,361 

54 

154 

277,377 

25,047 

1     4 

7 

13,652 

47 

151 

290,662 

5 

17 

48,075 

24 

74 

143,264 

1.141,849 

1     2 

2 

2,306 

59 

156 

260,028 

5 

16 

39,471 

30 

54 

91,630 

44,369 

7 

-1 

17 

45,303 

103 

270 

611,154 

9 

19 

47,550 

29 

65 

111,859 

2.491,914 

282 

824,706 

569 

3,747 

9,979,120 

69 

377 

925.084 

311 

1,452 

2,939,065 

19,724 

22 

58,274 

46 

94 

211,740 

3 

16 

42.807 

29 

58 

92.737 

47,820 

6 

2i 

45,492 

39 

116 

232,300 

3 

IS 

29,488 

22 

45 

80.894 

29.726 

7 

25 

47,108 

82 

262 

486,413 

8 

22 

54,093 

37 

106 

163.510 

53.449 

1    11 

90 

250,238 

96 

298 

(-.51,024 

6 

28 

81,222 

55 

196 

363.943 

'     3 

9 

17,029 

8 

30 

61,682 

1 

2 

5,302 

2 

5,612 

96.411 

10 

62 

'•   143,828 

121 

437 

1,025.816 

12 

41 

104,306 

49 

160 

240,834 

6.441 

4- 

6 

7,861 

45 

120 

225,675 

4 

12 

40,474 

20 

46 

99,311 

3.130 

r  •  2 

6 

■  ■   20,223 

24 

74 

146,152 

3 

13 

25,674 

9 

18 

44,654 

6.047.967 

1    51 

718 

2,318.126 

i   611 

4,360 

12,363,511 

107 

488 

1,333,037 

335 

1,645 

3,770,416 

4.73.S.(i83 

1    21 

4.598 

14..390.202 

1   211 

;  5.802 

L  1S.61'9,«68 

■'   ,   34 

305 

826.299 

32 

482 

979,809 

55.307.256 

512 

7.626 

$  22,747,787 

6,450 

36.399 

$  92.195.481 

823 

3,804 

$  9.745.316 

3,525 

13,700 

$  27,199,880 

^MM0,729 

303 

1  .S.S71 

$  11,813,251 

3.940 

i  26.721 

$  42,914,282 

671 

2.859 

1  $  4,984,826 

1  1,811 

1  9,165 

1  $  11.193.418 

IS  UTe  not  ascribed  to  an  Individual  county.    It 

cd   on   a   multi-county  pattern  and   reporting   as 

tployers  whose  base  operations  shifts  from  one 

:tors.    WaKcs  and  employment  of  such  concerns 

total.    In  a  factual  sense  this  category  affects 

iities.   proportionately   to   such   factors   as   their 

1  tllities  represented,  and  volume  of  construction. 


(2)  State  and  County  total  of  wages,  average  number  of  employers,  and  average  number  of  wage- 
earners  Include  a  "Miscellaneous"  industrial  grouping  not  Identified  by  county  breakdown  in 
this  table.  The  totals  for  nineteen  of  the  counties,  and  for  the  state  as  a  whole,  are  inclusive 
of  the  "Miscellaneous"  group,  which  has  47  employers.  142  employees,  and  wage  totals  of  $213.- 
.510.  Since  this  grouping  is  omitted  from  the  industrial  columns  In  the  table,  but  Included  In 
Its  totals  and  averages,  a  checkup  of  figures  across  the  array  will  disclose  a  corresponding 
discrepancy  which  is  accounted  for  by  these  "omitted"  items.  The  omission  was  made  necessary 
by  space  limitation. 


ECONOMIC   STUDY   OF   MONTANA   IS  UNDER  WAY 

This  industrial  breakdown  of  wages  paid  and  wage  earners 
affected,  by  counties,  is  compiled  primarily  as  an  item  in  the 
comprehensive  economic  study  of  Montana  being  conducted 
by  the  Commission  with  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Montana,  Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Re- 
search. To  facilitate  its  use  by  lliose  concerned  in  the  economic 
study,  it  has  been  prepared  in  printed  form  and  a  limited 
number  of  copies  are  being  distributed.  Additional  copies  will 
bo  provided  upon  request,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 

Attention  of  individuals  and  officials  of  community  or- 
ganizations is  directed  to  the  material  facts  disclosed  in  this 
compilation.  Such  basic  material  may  well  form  the  ground- 
work for  community  betterment  and  community  development 
programs  now  in  progress  or  which  may  later  be  required. 


Employers,  wage  earners,  and  the  public  generally  are 
directly  interested  not  only  in  the  industrial  and  county  b.\ 
county  Ijrcakdown  of  such  statistical  material  as  here  pre- 
sented, but  also  in  the  effect  such  material  may  have  in  provi<l- 
iiig  accurate  and  scientific  data  for  meeting  the  purposes  of 
the  economic  survey.  One  of  the  principal  purposes,  of  course, 
leads  to  de\clopinent  of  sound  actuarial  guides  to  legislative 
and  administrative  action  with  respect  to  unemployment  in- 
surance. 

Classifications  Within  the  Seven  Major  Industries  Listed 

.Major  industries  as  treated  in  this  compilation  are  cla?-ified 
in  accordance  with  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification  Man- 
ual. Subdivisions  of  the  seven  major  groups  operating  in  Mon- 
tana and  subject  to  the  Montana  laws  on  unemployment  insur- 
ance are  listed  below. 


Mining — 

Metal  Mining 

Coal  Mining 

Petroleum   and   Gas   Production 

Nonnietallic   Mining,  Quarrying 

Contract  Construction — 
Building 

Other  Than  Building 
Special  Trade 

Manufacturing — 

Ordnance  and  Accessories 
Food  and  Kindred  Products 
Textile   Mill  Products 
.\pparel,   from   Fabrics 
Lumber  and  Wood,  Primary 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 
Printing   and    PubUshing 
Chemicals 

Petroleum,  Coal  Products 
Leather   and   Products 
Stone,  Clay,  Glass,  etc. 
Primary  Metals  Industries 
Fabricated  Metal  Products 
Machinery 

Transportation    Equipment 
Scientific  Instruments 
Misc.  Mfg.  Industries 

Transportation,  Communications,  Public  Utilities- 
Local  Railways,  Bus  Lines 
Trucking  and  Warehousing 
Other  Transportation 
Services  .Mlicd  to  Transportation 
Coninmnication,  Wire  and  Other 
Utilities,  Electric  and  Gas 
Other  Service  Utilities 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Trade — 

Full-Service  Wholesalers 

Other  Wholesale   Distributors 

Wholesale  and  Retail  (Combination) 

General    ^ferchandise 

Food  and  Liquor  Stores 

Automotive 

Apparel  and  .Accessories 

Retail  Trade  not  elsewhere  classified 

Eating  and  Drinking  Places 

Filling  Stations 

Finance,  Insurance,  Real  Estate — 

Banks  and  Trusts 

Security  Dealers,  Investments 

Finance  .\gencies  not  elsewhere  classified 

Insurance  Carriers 

Insurance  Agents 

Real  Estate,  Loans,  Etc. 

Holding  Companies  (except  real  estate) 

Service  Industries- 
Hotels,  Rooming  Houses,  Camps 

Personal  Services 

Non-personal  Services 

Trade  Schools,  Etc. 

Auto  Repair  and  Garages 

Hand  Repair  Trades 

Motion  Pictures 

Amusement,  Recreation 

Medical  and   Health 

Law  Offices 

Educational    Institutions 

Professional  and  Social 

Non-profit   Membership  Organizations 
Miscellaneous — 

Farm  Services 

Forestry 

Not  Elsewhere  Classified 


UNEMPLOYMENT   COMPENSATION 

COMMISSION   OF   MONTANA 

MITCHELL  BUILDING 
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HELENA,  MONTANA 
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